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But by this year, the retreat already described, had become insecure, so
another was opened elsewhere, and Anne Line, of course, put in charge
of it. On Candlemas day, 1601, Fr. Francis Page, S.J., arranged to say
Mass there, but the great concourse of Catholics who came to be present at it,
attracted attention, and the pursuivants burst in. The celebrant had just time
to slip into a secret hiding-place prepared by Mrs Line, and effect his escape,
but his protectress was arrested, together with Ralph Slyford and Mrs
Margaret Gage, daughter of Lord Copley de Gatton. Harbouring priests
was a felony, and therefore capital by the 27 th Elizabeth, and on 26th
February, 1601, Anne Line stood her trial at the Old Bailey on that charge. It
is just possible that she might have secured an acquittal, owing to the absence
of any very clear evidence, such confusion was there at the time of arrest, but
when called upon to plead, instead of denying the fact, she boldly told the
Court that, so far from regretting having concealed a priest, she only grieved
that she " could not receive a thousand more! " Even without so anti-
papal a judge as Sir John Popham, who presided at the trial, a conviction
would have been inevitable, after such an admission as that. What she
had told the Court, she repeated at Tyburn, on 27th February : " I am
sentenced to die," said this valiant woman, " for harbouring a Catholic
priest, and so far I am from repenting for having so done, that I wish,
with all my soul, that where I have entertained one, I could have enter-
tained a thousand! " With this great heroine of the fight for the faith in
Elizabethan days, also suffered the Rev. Roger Filcock, S.J., and Dom
Mark Barkworth, O.S.B., both for their priesthood.

[There is a contemporary account of Anne Line's trial and death
in the Duke of Rutland's MSS. Challoner : Memoirs^ i.
Gillow: Bibliographical Dictionary, iv. Burke: Landed
Gentry.]
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SOME mysticism, and it may be added some mystery, appear to hang
around the name and history of this staunch witness for the Catholic faith.
An Oxford man, he knew " the Shades of Oriel," and, like the illustrious
Oratorian Cardinal, who centuries later, in a far different way, was to oppose
the negations and misrepresentations of the great " national apostasy,"
he was Rector of that St Mary's Church, destined to hear the magic call